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8              Advertisement lo the First
I regret exceedingly that / was deprived of the benefit of /tin revision, VJ/icn not more than one half of the (tool; had passed through the press; but after having eo tuple ted his very laborious and admirable, edition of Shakspeare, Jor which he generously would accept of no other reward but that feline which he has so deservedly obtained, he fulfilled his promise of a h»ig-wished-for visit to hix relations in Ireland; front whence Jtis safe return finibu.s Atticis is desired by his friends here, wit/i all the classical ardour of Sic, tc Diva poteiis t'ypri1; fur there is no man -in whom, more elegant and worthy (futilities are united ,• and whose society, therefore, is more valued by those who know him.
It is painful to me to think, that while / WITS carrying on this Work, several of those to whom it would hare been most interesting have died,    Xiteh inelaneholy t/isdf'poiittments we know to be incident to humanity ; but we do not feel them the less.    Let -me particularly   lament   the   Reverend Thomas  Wartun,  and   the Reverend f>r. Adams.   ;?//'. U'arlon, amidst /fix -variety of genius mid learning, was an excellent I'ioi'.ntf'her,     !/ix contributions to my Collection are highly estimable; <i>i,l as he h,id ti trite relish af my Totir in llic  I lebrides, / trust I should now have been gratified with it larger share of his kind approbation.   /.'/•. Adams, eminent as the I lead of a College, ax ti writer-', and as a most amiable man, had known Johnson from his cetrly rftit'x, and TCVC.V his friend through life.     \\'hat reason I hail  to  hope for tin countenance  of that venerable   (ieiitlentan   /<>   this   \\'ork,  will appear from what he wrote to me upon a former occasion from Oxford, November 17, t^H/;:    ' Dear Sir, 1 hu/ard this li-ttrr, tuil knowing when1  il  will  find ymi, In thank you  for ycuir very ii|^rw;il)lt:   7\ntr, \v\w.\\   \  (mind here  nn   my  rt'turn  from   tin country, and in \vhicli you have drpiYtrd our friend so pt-rfir.tlj to my fancy, in cvciy .iltiliult-, every scene and .siluatioti, tlun I have, thought myself in the company, and of the parly almos throughout,    ft has {,'ivei) ver)- general '•atisfaetioii ; and (host who have found most fault \\ilh a pa-.saj;e lien; and there, hav< I                            agrc-ud that they eoiild not help j;oiuj,r through, and \w'\\\^f enter
1 *                              tained with  tht; whole.     I   wish, indeed, xmiu:   few j^ross   c-x
prossions had hern softened, and a few of our hero's foibles hat
1 Horace, (Mt't, i, \. t.                      lhnm-\   /-.'.iury   on  Mir<i,lfs.     Si-
* JIu liiid |nili!i',hcd an ituswcr in     /rir/, Mitrcli 20, 1776.
bceiions, nevertheless, are not unfrc-     lost his wife], and he says, " I have
